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REPORT ON TOUR OF .POSSIBLE SITES FOR TRACKING
STATION IN NORTH-WEST AUSTRALIA

Inspecting Party

Mr, E,C, Buckley = WASA Director of Tracking and Data
Acquisition,

Mre M,I, Homewood « Department of Cupply, Director of
American Projects, ,

Mr, Jo A, Mills - Department of Supply, State
Controller, W.A, (Machea only)s

Mr, L, Wainwright = Principal Officer, Muchea, -~

Ltinerary

Monday, 16th July, 1962  « IMuchea Tracking Station,
Carmarvon,

Tuegday, 17th July, 1962 = Onclow,

Pori Hedland,

Wednesday, 18th July, 1962 « Talgarno.
a Wittenoom,

Observations
3¢ Muchea Tracking Station (39 miles by road £rom Perth).

. This visit was made to give lMp, Buckley an apprece
iation of the geography eand conditions at Muchea,
Mre Puckley complimented the State Controller and
the Principal Of{icer on the orderly appearance of
the Station and asked that the staff should be told
of his favourable impression.

3.2 Carnarvon (600 miles by air from Perth, 609 miles by
. @ll bitumen road, using shortest practicable
overland route, from Perth).

The party arrived cbout one hour before dark and .

were taken on & conducted tour of the town, During

the evening they were taken over the Whaling Station
end the Prawn Freezing Factory,

(a) Population « 1809 (by 1964 census) and emell
nunber of full-blcoded aborigines.
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oadsl

Adre

(d) rPor
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(b) Industries - Whaling: Station employs abo&?éﬁ%tg“

150 during season, Whale

- catches limited to Commonwealth

Government quotas, . '

Prawvns: Started this year. About
35 employees, Work expected to
be seasonal,

Plantations: Bananas and Beans,
Nostly mun by Central European
Migraents and natives, Market
gerdens on Gascoyne River,

Department of Civil Aviatiocn,

. Main Roads Department and P.M.G.

each have 20-50 employees in the
town,

Bltumen sealed road to Perth

(609 miles shortest route),

Weekly passenger service takes

18 houra each way (Return fare 220),
Regular daily freight service, ;

Siz days a week service, Takes %%
‘hours each way (to Perth). Airfield
out of service after heavy rain
for periods of several days,
(Return fare (£31),

State vessels limited to L,000
gross tons in size to work Northern
ports, Can carry all types of
cargo. State Shipping Service
takes 3 days each way. Aims to
maintain weekly service to Northe
West ports. (Concession return
fares for residents - Men £22,
Womeng10, Children £5), Carnarvon
Jetty hes rail road into town,

For pastoral industry in the-
hinterland,

Heooked up with Tress Trunk Network
(Australia-wide). Continuous
service on Magneto Telephone
Switchboard, 15/= for 3 minutes to
Perth = 3 channel system which is
fully committed and would be diffi-
cult and expensive as the next step

is a 12 channel system with additional

repeater stations,

There are normal
telegraph sarvices,
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(£) Accommodation - Hotels = four

(Tariffs vary between 12=15 guineas),
Party stayed at CGascoyne Hotel which
is nicely equipped, Proprietor -
Gorden Micklejohn,

Port Hotel = 49 beds (single, double and
twin rooms, and several twin rooms with
private bathroom).

Gascoyng Hotel -« 61 beds (single, double
end twin rooms, and several twin rooms
with private bathroom).

Carnarvon Hotel = 26 beds (single and
double rooms).,

Sandhurst Hotel = 10 beds,

Houses - cost about £5;000, None
normally avallsable for rental, Mostly
timber framed, asbestos and iron covered,

(g) Schools - State School (Junior High School) =
: . modern brick and tile buildings,
Convent (Catholie) School -~ "Presente
ation Convent®,

Both teach to Junior Certificate level
~only = third year High School,

Children board at Geraldton or Perth
for education to Leaving Certificate
which is equivalent of Matriculation,

Approximately 25% pupils are native
children,

Some evening classes are operating,

(h) Hospital = Modern building of adequate capacity
for area., L1 beds, with one doctor in
attendance, No private hospitsl or
doctor.

(1) water - No restrictions,

(J) PFlocding = Some parts of town are low lying and
Tlocd to soveral feet, Other parts are
not affected,

(k) Cyclones = Cyclones can strike at any time, but
generally betwsen Noverber and ﬁarch.
Good buildings with minor precautionary
features such as wired on tiles are not
damaged. Cyclones generally further
north than Carnarvon. Mr. Buckley says
severe hurricanes major problem at 21l
norith west sites, e
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(1) Futurs =

(m) Climate -
(n) Weather -

(o) General
ZIIEEI‘G 858 ;0;; -

3.3 M (300 miles
(a) Population -

(v) Industries -

(o) ZIrensport -
Rosdsas

;

(d) Commmni
cations =

Ye

The USA VLF Station at Learmonth

will probably bring increased road and
aip traffic through Carnarvon and will
result in an improved road to the
North,

Sub=-tropical, probably rarely very
unpleasant,

Average Maxirmm 80.22

" Minimam 62.7

" Humidity  6L%

" Rainfall g
Wettest months = May, June, Julye.
Cyclones either travel inland or
sweep out to sea.

‘Tha town is clean, bright and growing,
although not at a high rate,

vy air from Perth).

White, 150. (Ashburton Shire 569 3
1961 ecensus). Native, ebout 500.

Nonee.

The town .cerves as a port and supply
contre for surrounding stations but
since loss of Jetty in 1961, ships are
unloaded by lighter.

Unsealed, scmetimes £looded between
Onslow end Carnarvon, 689 miles by
shortest practicable route £rom Perth.
No bitumen after Carnarvii.

Three £1lights weekly to Perth.
Return fare £L40.

Good unsealed airfield rarely
affected by weather.

Four days to Perth.

gtate Shipping Service gbout once a
woek to North-West ports., (Concesslon
fares for residents = Men £27, Women
£42, Children £6).

Cargo unloaded by lighter. Ships up
to0 40,000 tons onlye.

Telegraph only to Perth. NoO telephone

outsids township. (Extremely difficult

to provide new lines as there is only a
single telegraph channel.
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(e) Accommo~ Hotel = Beadon Hotel - 26 beds in

dation = Rooms, Tariff sbout 12 guineas per
week,
o houses for rental,
(£) 8chool = Primary School. MNodern bullding.

Specisl hostel for native children.

(g) Hospitel = 24 beds = old building.
Serviced by a doctor from Port Hedland
through the Royal Flying Doctor Service,.
¥o private hospital or doctore.

(n) uater - No restrictions.
(1) Flooding - Part of town flooded during cyclones,

(3) GCyclones - Last cyclons through Onslow with winds
4140-120 ¥mots = cyclonle winds possibly
high as 150 knois. Good builldings,
with hurricane shelters are essential
+o withstand cyclones. Cyclones
generally during November to March._

(x) Climate =  Sub=tropical, Cyclones more severe
than at Carnarvol.

Average maximum 88.53
= minimum 6347
: s humidity 565
9 b ' " rainfall 9%"
(wettest months February=June).

(1) Future = Jotty which was in poor condition was
_ partially destroyed in 1061 cyclonee
2 It msy not be reconstructed. There is
' no obvious reason for ths continued
existence of the town.

(m) Impression - A dull town of dingy, paint hungry,
$imber-iron buildings. .

- 3,4 Port Hedlond (900 miles by air from Perth)e
(a) Population = 965. (Shire 1120 : 1961 census).

e
b
et |
. §

4

i

d

&

PERENE S Wy T el

(b) Industries - Port for 4,000 ton ships regularly
| handles menganese ors, and freight
for surrocunding stations.
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o =
"~ (e) ansport = '

Ro2dgs Unsealed, sometimes flooded.
1,077 miles from Perth by shortest
practicable route. Ko bitumen
after Carnarvon.

Alr: Good airport, partially sealed,
Daily service to Perth (£L9 return).
Seas State Shipping Service weekly to all -

North-West porits. (Concession return
fares for residents = len £33,

Women £17, Children £8/10/=)s 3,000
tons maximum shipping. Intricate
approach and turning area in harbours.

- (4) Ccommni- Hooked up with Tress Trunk Network
: entions = (Australis=-wide). Continuous Magneto
Tolephone service. Normel telegraph
services, 15/= for 3 minutes_to Perth.
! . Port Hedlend snd Talgarno could ©e
1 ' provided with a reasonable amount of
volce end telegraph chennels, bul the
may need additional terminal equipmsnve.

(o) A%gommo- Hotels = Tariffs vary between 12-15
dation = guineas per week.
Bier Hohtel - 50 peds (single end
Scupio rooms) end 38 verandah beds,
Faplanade Hotel « 2i beds in rooms,
8 on verandal,

Houses £5,500. Not available for
4 rentale.

(£) Sghools = Primary Schoole Good modern bullding.
) Convent School.- Presentation Convent,
g : (Provably to Junior Certificate level)a

o : Ak ) E_@.Ellﬁ_l -« Ilew hospital nearly completed ai cost
: of £250,000, 20 bed = general, maternity
and a resident doctor. ;

(h) Watexr - To restrictions,
(1) Cyclones = As for Onslow,

(3) GClimste =  Sub-tropical. Termperatures rize to
wneomfortably high level and house
¢ooling systems are generally used.

, Average Maximum 89.13
a2 ®*  Humidity 555
i » Rainfail 11"
£ Wettest months January to March.
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(1)

B

Future = Considerable mining activity is being
initlated in the area and may be
expected to benefit Port Hedland,

Main ore shipments will probably be
made through a new port owing to
restriction of 3,000 tons at Port
Hedlend, New houses are being built -
approx. 8 per year. ‘

impreseion = A town with increasing setivity, good
new face, but no apparent changa' in
hotel stendards = not high in receant
JCET3, ]

3¢5 Talgarno (1,000 miles by air from Perth)

The party arrived gbout one hour before dark and were

v

given a briel tour of the buildings and installations
Mr. Bilil Paterson, the Officer-in-Charge.

.The establishment wes set up for instmmn‘tatégn of the
‘impact area for Blue Streak, the developmsnt which

has been discontinued,

(a)
(v)

(o)

(a)

(e)
(£)
(g)
(h)
()

(3)

Populotion = 5.

Industries = Widely spaced cattle stations near
the coast, '

Zransport = Roads Unsezled,

No regular services,

Adr: Unsealed airstrip,
Weekly service to Perth.
(Return fare to Perth £63).

Accommo- 10 modern homes,
dation = Mess accomnodation, near completed,
for 250, Sinzle men's hut K accommo-
dation for 200.

SQ (#] - NOD.G.
Hospital - INone,
vater = Ko restrictions,

Futurg = None in sight.

Climate = Very warm end humid, Packaged air-
conditioning units in houses and single

quarters and mess designed for ai”aonditicnh

Impression - Not an ideal location for tracking
station because of laeck of support
facllities, -+
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346 Wittenoom (700 miles by air to Perth)

An inlend town 120 miles from North West coast sbout
1,000 feet above sea level.

(a) Population = 1,000,

(b) Industries = Asbestos Mining, employs 350.
Pastoral stations in surrounding
areas,

(e) Labour - A large number of mining employees
are tradesmen such as fitiers,
carpenvers and electricians,

(a) Trans - Roadg:s Unsealed but generally
serviceable, 40 hours
driving to Perth,
Weekly freight service.

Alr: Four flights weekly to
Perth, (247 return).
Good unsealed airport. .

(e) Accommodation = Hotel,

No houses for rental,

(f) Schools =  Two, State and Convent.
. Not to Junior Certificate level.

(g) itel = U4 beds snd resident doctor
i To be inereased to 12 ‘beds.in
next year.

(n) Water = No resirictions,

(1) Climate = Very hot, but dry.
Cooling ::omonly used in houses,

(3) Swinming = Natural pools, 4 miles from town
are available'all the year,

(x) E};Q_J.m - Houses are being built at rate of
12 per year for increased mining
activity.

(1) ZImpression = A neat, clean township, steadily

eéxpanding, -
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It was suggested at Wittenoom by a local officlal
that the State Housing Commission, who own most of
the houses there, would build additionsl houses for
rental $o the ermployess of any organisation which
sets up business thera,.

- State Housiﬁg Commission policy on provision of

housing in North Vest towns is nown 4c be aimed ot
providing houses vhere a demand exisis,

Income Tax Conceasions:

All the places montioned, except Muchea, &are sbhove
the 26th parallel and substantial concessions are
allowed, In addition to all normal tax fres allow-
ances, & wage carner is entitled Vo an allowence of

£270 end g1l his dependents® allowances are increasged
by a half, | :



