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All the technical equipment for the
H o n e v s i i c k l e C r e e k s t a t i o n h a s b e e n
s u p p l i e d u n d e r t h e a u s p i c e s o f
N . A . S . A . , a n d t h e s t a t i o n i t s e l f w a s
h u i l l u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n o f t h e D e
par tment o f Works on beha l f o f the
Department of Supply.

T h e M a n a g i n g D i r e c t o r o f S I C ,
Sir Samuel Jones, said the eqtiipmeni
cons is ted pr imar i l y o f an 85 f t , d ia
meter parabol ic "dish," known as the
t r a c k i n g a n t e n n a . T h e r e w a s a l s o
high-powered anci l lary equipment.

T h e m a i n b u i l d i n g — k n o w n a s t h e
ope ra t i ons bu i l d i ng—is a sp l i t l e ve l
s t ructure forming a ground floor ant i
b a s e m e n t , a n d i t h a s a fl o o r a r e a o f
15,300 square feet.

Internally the building is maintained
at a temperature of 65 degrees which
is essential for the eflicient opcrt i t ion
of the e lectronic equipment.

There are .seven Caterpi l lar d iesel
generators, producing a total of 2,700
K W o f p o w e r — e n o u g h e n e r g y t o
s u p p l y e l e c t r i c i t y t o a t o w n s h i p o l
1,000 people.

T h e o p e n i n g o f t h e H o n e y s u c k l e
Creek station is important as the pre
sence of the Pr ime Minis ter s ignifies
—but it is also significant as the cul
mination of nearly 10 years of growin.a
co-operation and trust in space activities
b e t w e e n A u s t r a l i a a n d t h e U n i t e d
S ta les ,

The decade has been eno rmous ly
important to Austral ia in the esoteric
r e a l m o f e l e c t r o n i c s .

We have undoubtedly profited in a
c o n s i d e r a b l e s h a r i n g o f A m e r i c a n

F O U R — A t e c h n i c i a n t e s t s e q u i p m e n t I n
the Honeysuck le Creek S ta t i on .

F I V E — M u n r o M a c D o n a i d , o f C o l l i n s
Rad io , Texas , U .S .A . , conduc ts a t ra in ing
c l a s s i n U S B e q u i p m e n t . S I C s t a f f f r o m
l e f t t o r i g h t : E r i c S t a l l a r d , D i c k M u r d a s
a n d G o r d o n B e n d a l l .

S I X — J o h n M a t t h e w s , C o m p a n y S e n i o r
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ( s t a n d i n g ) , e x R T D a n d
W e s M o o n , C h i e f S y s t e m s E n g i n e e r , a t
t h e R e c e i v e r E x c i t e r C o n s o l e .

S E V E N — M e n a t t h e s t a t i o n c o n t i n u e t h e

impor tant opera t ion o f check ing equ ipment
i n s t a l l e d , a n d p r e p a r i n g i t f o r i t s v i t a l
f u n c t i o n .

e i g h t — S T C p e r s o n n e l ( L . t o R . ) R o y
Benson, Bruce Cameron, Dick Kirby (rear) ,
M i k e E v e n e t t a n d J a c k M i d g l e y.

N I N E — B r u c e H a m i l t o n ( s t a n d i n g ) ,
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n O f fi c e r , e x C o m p o n e n t s ,
w i t h J i m K i r k p a t r i c k , F a c i l i t i e s E n g i n e e r,
check the cond i t ion o f the t ranspor t flee t .

t e n — V i e w o f t h e H o n e y s u c k l e C r e e k
i n s t a l l a t i o n f r o m t h e a i r .
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scientific knowledge, but we have given
something in return.

O v e r t h e w h o l e d e c a d e t h e A m e r i
cans have shown that they value our
s tab i l i t y o f Gove rnmen t , t r us two r th i
ness as an ally and loyalty as a friend.

T h e N . A . S . A , , i n i t s j o u r n a l s a n d
phamphlets, has praised Australian co
operat ion in the electronics field.

W i t h t h e o p e n i n g o f H o n e y s u c k l e
Creek , t he f ru i t o f t h i s co -ope ra t i on
is six Australian space tracking stations,
built for specialised purposes.

The others are at Cooby Creek ( in
Q u e e n s l a n d ) , I s l a n d L a g o o n ( n e a r
Woomera) , Carnarvon (Wes te rn Aus
t r a l i a ) , a n d T i d b i n b i l l a a n d O r r o r a l
Val ley (both near Canberra) ,

The Federa l Government is deeply
concerned in the successful operation
of al l the stations—perhaps especial ly
so in the case of Honeysuckle Creek
— b e c a u s e o f t h e i r p o t e n t i a l i n
st rengthening the Amer ican a l l iance.

T h e G o v e r n m e n t w a s a t p a i n s t o
point out last year that space research
co-operation between Australia and the
U.S. began in the 1957-58 International
Geophysical year.

At that'time, the U.S. asked per
m i s s i o n o f t h e F e d e r a l G o v e r n m e n t t o
i n s t a l l s p a c e t r a c k i n g e q u i p m e n t a t
W o o m e r a .

The Austral ian Government approv
ed and the Amer icans es tab l i shed a
" m i n i - t r a c k " s t a t i o n w i t h a B a k e r - N u n n
tracking camera.

T h e w o r k o f t h e " m i n i - t r a c k " w a s
l a t e r t a k e n o v e r b y t h e d e e p s p a c e
s ta t i on bu i l t a t I s l and Lagoon , nea r
W o o m e r a .

Aus t ra l i a was i n t he p i c tu re r i gh t
f r o m t h e s t a r t o f A m e r i c a n - m a n n e d
space flights, with a tracking station
near Perth and another at Red Lake,
a l s o n e a r W o o m e r a .

T h e n t h e m u c h m o r e e l a b o r a t e a n d
m o r e p o w e r f u l s t a t i o n a t C a r n a r v o n
was approved and built, and after that
came the requirements for the Apol lo
Project,

These developments were not only
acce le ra t ions o f the Amer ican space
e f f o r t b u t a l s o a d e v e l o p m e n t o f
Australia's maturity in space activities.

E L E V E N — N a w c o m e r B i l l S i m m o n s a t t h e
A n t e n n a S e r v o C o n s o l e ,

T W E LV E — B o b B l u n t , s e n i o r F a c i l i t i e s
Te c h n i c i a n , a t t h e P o w e r H o u s e c o n t r o l
pane l .

THIRTEEN—Kas Ki jak on dayshi f t in the
G e n e r a t o r R o o m .

FOURTEEN—Time-worn bou lders w i tness
t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n o f o n e o f m a n ' s n e w e s t
m a r v e l s .
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